
AMESBURY HIGH SCHOOL Faculty Favorites 

Summer Reading 2012 

 AHS students will select one of these books to read over the summer. Each book has 

been chosen by members of the faculty/staff who will conduct a discussion group with students 

who read the book. All Faculty Favorites Book Discussions will be held on Friday, 

September 7, 2012 regardless of whether a student has English all year, first 

semester, or second semester.  Students do not have to write a journal during the summer, 

although they may wish to take notes to remember the book. All students will be told where they 

will report to have their Book Discussion.  At the beginning of each Book Discussion, students 

will be given a brief assessment based on the book to ensure that they read the book.  These 

assessments and participation in the discussion will count as a test grade in the 

student’s English class.  

 Each book has been recommended since it appeals to readers who like certain styles or 

topics.  They are books that are enjoyable to read.  Students may buy copies of books or borrow a 

title through inter-library loan. 

Selections are listed alphabetically according to the author’s last name [the system used to 

shelve fiction].  

 

1.Title: City of Beasts   Author: Isabel Allende    Genre: Young Adult Literature 

Faculty Sponsors: Ann Fuller and Diane Pendergast 

Promotional paragraph: When Alexander Cold's mother falls ill, the fifteen-year-old is sent 

to stay with his eccentric grandmother in New York. A tough and prickly magazine reporter, 

Kate Cold takes Alex along with her on an expedition to the Amazon to verify the existence of the 

fierce, gigantic, legendary creature known as the Beast. Joining them on their adventure are a 

celebrated anthropologist; a local guide and his daughter, Nadia; a doctor; and a local 

entrepreneur. But not everyone's intentions are pure—and dangerous discoveries await Alex and 

Nadia as they embark, with the aid of a jungle shaman, on an epic journey into the realm of the 

mythical Beasts of the Amazon.  

City of the Beasts is the first book in an extraordinary trilogy by Isabel Allende, one of the 

world's most acclaimed authors.  

 

 

 

 



2. Title: Tortilla Curtain      Author:   T. Coraghessan Boyle   Genre: Fiction 

Faculty sponsor: Jean Brockmyre 

Promotional paragraph: Hadrian's Wall. The Great Wall of China. The Berlin Wall. The 

Mason/Dixon Line. Robert Frost says, "Good fences make good neighbors." Throughout history, 

humankind has attempted to wall out or wall in individuals, marauding hordes, religious 

zealots, cultures, lifestyles. These attempts at isolation speak to fear, misunderstanding, 

prejudice, and ignorance as well as safety, preservation, conservation, and perhaps pride. 

T. Coraghessan Boyle's novel Tortilla Curtain presents the image of another type of barrier, a 

"curtain" made of unsubstantial material on the one hand and of a "wall" of substantial strength 

on the other. Set in southern California near the border with Mexico, we witness the parallel 

lives and stories of Delaney and Kyra Mossbacher and Candido and America Rincon. As the 

novel unfolds, readers watch a series of events that bring an intersection of the lives of the 

fortunate and the down-trodden, those that "have" and those that "seek," those that fight for 

human dignity and those that turn away (NEHS Reader). 

 

3. Title: Heaven is for Real: A Little Boy’s Astounding Story of His Trip to Heaven and 

Back 

Authors: Todd Burpo & Lynn Vincent       Genre: Non-fiction 

Faculty sponsor: Susan Mroz 

Promotional paragraph:   Is there life after death? Just ask 4-year-old Colton, who emerged 

from life-threatening surgery with astounding details about heaven! Colton's account includes 

floating away, looking down on his dad praying in the hospital, seeing God's throne, and 

meeting relatives---including his sister who died in a miscarriage (and whom his parents had 

never mentioned). Riveting! (www.christianbooks.com). 

4. Title: Redfield Farm               Author: Jusith Redline Coopey   Genre: Fiction 
 
Sponsor from the Amesbury Public Library: Margie Walker 
 
 
Promotional paragraph: “For Ann and Jesse Redfield, Quaker brother and sister, their 
hatred of slavery is as hard as Pennsylvania limestone. Ann's devotion to her older brother runs 
deep, so when he gets involved in the Underground Railroad, Ann asks no questions. She joins 
him in the struggle.   
Together they lie, sneak, masquerade and defy their way past would-be enforcers of the hated 
Fugitive slave law. Their dedication to the cause leads to complicated relationships with their 
fellow Quakers, pro-slavery neighbors, and with the fugitives themselves. When Jesse returns 
from a run with a deadly fever, accompanied by a fugitive, Josiah, who is also sick and close to 
death, Ann nurses both back to health. But precious time is lost, and Josiah, too weak for travel, 
stays the winter at Redfield Farm. Ann becomes his teacher, friend and confidant. When grave 



disappointment shakes her to her roots, Ann turns to Josiah for comfort, and comfort leads to 
intimacy. The result, both poignant and inspiring, is life-long devotion to each other and to their 
cause” (cover). 
 

5. Title: Bluesman         Author:  Andre Dubus III    Genre: Fiction 

Faculty sponsor:  Jessica Regis 

Promotional paragraph: In the summer of 1967, Leo Suther has one more year of high 

school to finish and a lot more to learn. He's in love with the beautiful Allie Donovan who 

introduces him to her father, Chick — a construction foreman and avowed Communist. Soon 

Leo finds himself in the midst of a consuming love affair and an intense testing of his political 

values. Chick's passionate views challenge Leo's perspective on the escalating Vietnam conflict 

and on just where he stands in relation to the new people in his life. Throughout his — and the 

nation's — unforgettable "summer of love," Leo is learning the language of the blues, which 

seem to speak to the mourning he feels for his dead mother, his occasionally distant father, and 

the youth which is fast giving way to manhood (Amazon). 

 

 

6. Title: One Bullet Away: The Making of a Marine Officer     

Author’s name: Nathaniel Fick        Genre: Non-Fiction, Current Events 

Faculty sponsor: Paul Jancewicz 

Promotional paragraph: This well-written account describes what happens when a 

Dartmouth Classics Graduate joins an elite force of Marines and ends up in Iraq at the start of 

the conflict there. It goes into the training and reflections of a thoughtful and adept individual 

who is gung-ho at the start, but later sees many of the contradictions and difficult decisions 

inherent in combat situations. This is an amazing study of leadership, of the contradictions and 

heart-rending decision processes that accompany positions of power in dire situations. Fick is 

exceptionally talented in expressing the varied aspects of leadership during the extreme 

situations at the start of the war in Iraq. 

 

7. Title: The Legend of Colton H. Bryant    Author: Alexandra Fuller 

Genre: Nonfiction with some liberties taken 

Faculty sponsor: Cindy Richmond 

Promotional paragraph: “…the unforgettable true story of Colton H. Bryant, a soulful boy 

with a mustang-taming heart who comes of age in the oil fields and open plains of Wyoming. 

After surviving a sometimes cruel adolescence with his own brand of optimistic goofiness, 



Colton goes to work on an oil rig-and there the biggest heart in the world can't save him from 

the new, unkind greed that has possessed his beloved Wyoming during the latest boom. 

 

Colton's story could not be told without telling of the land that grew him, where the great high 

plains meet the Rocky Mountains to create a vista of lonely beauty. It is here that the existence 

of one boy is a true story as deeply moving as the life that inspired it”(From the dust jacket of 

book). 

 

8. Title: King of the Screwups        Author:  K.L. Going    Genre: Fiction 

Faculty sponsor: Elizabeth McAndrews 

Promotional paragraph: Liam Geller is Mr. Popularity.  Everybody loves him.  He excels at 

sports; he knows exactly what clothes to wear; he always ends up with the most beautiful girls in 

school.  But he’s got an uncanny ability to screw up in the very ways that tick off his father the 

most.  When Liam finally gets kicked out of the house, his father’s brother takes him in.  What 

could a teenage chick magnet possibly have in common with his gay, glam rocker, DJ uncle who 

lives in a trailer in upstate New York?  A lot more than you’d think.  And when Liam attempts to 

make himself over as a nerd in a desperate attempt to impress his father, it’s his “aunt” Pete and 

the guys in his band who convince Liam there’s much more to him than his father will ever see. 

 

9. Title: Calico Joe         Author:  John Grisham   Genre: Fiction 

Faculty sponsor:  Ann Marie Flynn 

Promotional paragraph: A surprising and moving novel of fathers and sons, forgiveness and 
redemption, set in the world of Major League Baseball…. 
 
Whatever happened to Calico Joe? 
 
In the summer of 1973 Joe Castle was the boy wonder of baseball, the greatest rookie anyone 
had ever seen. The kid from Calico Rock, Arkansas dazzled Cub fans as he hit home run after 
home run, politely tipping his hat to the crowd as he shattered all rookie records. 
 
Calico Joe quickly became the idol of every baseball fan in America, including Paul Tracey, the 
young son of a hard-partying and hard-throwing Mets pitcher. On the day that Warren Tracey 
finally faced Calico Joe, Paul was in the stands, rooting for his idol but also for his Dad. Then 
Warren threw a fastball that would change their lives forever…. 
 
In John Grisham’s new novel the baseball is thrilling, but it’s what happens off the field that 
makes Calico Joe a classic (The Literary Guild). 

 



10. Title: War Room: The Legacy of Bill Belichick and the Art of Building the Perfect 

Team  

Author: Michael Holley  Genre: Sports  

Faculty Sponsor: Steven Bastien 

Promotional paragraph: Tom Brady? Logan Mankins? Asante Samuel? Nate Solder? Where 

do these guys come from? Read this book and you will go behind the scenes as Michael Holley 

shows how Bill Belichick works his draft-board magic to find the right players for the Patriots. 

Readers will get a glimpse into the mistakes he first made in Cleveland and how Scott Pioli and 

he made the calculated decisions they did to put together their teams and constructed the “blue 

print” of their successful run for the past eleven years. This is a must-read for all Patriots fans. 

 

 

11. Title: Paper Covers Rock      Author: Jenny Hubbard      Genre:Young Adult Fiction 

Faculty Sponsor: Martha Noon 

Promotional paragraph: At the beginning of his junior year at a boys' boarding 

school, 16-year-old Alex is devastated when he fails to save a drowning friend. When 

questioned, Alex and his friend Glenn, who was also at the river, begin weaving their web 

of lies. Plagued by guilt, Alex takes refuge in the library, telling his tale in a journal he 

hides behind Moby-Dick. Caught in the web with Alex and Glenn is their English teacher, 

Miss Dovecott, fresh out of Princeton, who suspects there's more to what happened at 

the river when she perceives guilt in Alex's writing for class. She also sees poetic talent in 

Alex, which she encourages. As Alex responds to her attention, he discovers his true 

voice, one that goes against the boarding school bravado that Glenn embraces. When 

Glenn becomes convinced that Miss Dovecott is out to get them, Alex must choose 

between them… (goodreads.com). 

William C. Morris Debut Award Finalist 

*There are 20 copies available in the MVLC 

 

 

12. Title: The Namesake       Author: Jhumpa Lahiri      Genre: Non-fiction 

Faculty sponsor:  Kristen Walsh 

Promotional paragraph: The Namesake takes the Ganguli family from their tradition-bound 

life in Calcutta through their fraught transformation into Americans. On the heels of their 

arranged wedding, Ashoke and Ashima Ganguli settle together in Cambridge, Massachusetts. An 



engineer by training, Ashoke adapts far less warily than his wife, who resists all things American 

and pines for her family. When their son is born, the task of naming him betrays the vexed 

results of bringing old ways to the new world. Named for a Russian writer by his Indian parents 

in memory of a catastrophe years before, Gogol Ganguli knows only that he suffers the burden of 

his heritage as well as his odd, antic name. Lahiri brings great empathy to Gogol as he stumbles 

along the first-generation path, strewn with conflicting loyalties, comic detours, and wrenching 

love affairs. With penetrating insight, she reveals not only the defining power of the names and 

expectations bestowed upon us by our parents, but also the means by which we slowly, 

sometimes painfully, come to define ourselves (Amazon.com). 

13. Title: Born to Run: A Hidden Tribe, Super athletes, and the Greatest Race the World 

Has Never Seen       Author: Christopher McDougall        Genre: Non-fiction 

 

Faculty sponsor: Sarah Centric 

Promotional paragraph: An epic adventure that began with one simple question: Why does 

my foot hurt? 

  

Isolated by Mexico's deadly Copper Canyons, the blissful Tarahumara Indians have honed the 

ability to run hundreds of miles without rest or injury. In a riveting narrative, award-winning 

journalist and often-injured runner Christopher McDougall sets out to discover their secrets. In 

the process, he takes his readers from science labs at Harvard to the sun-baked valleys and 

freezing peaks across North America, where ever-growing numbers of ultra-runners are pushing 

their bodies to the limit, and, finally, to a climactic race in the Copper Canyons that pits 

America’s best ultra-runners against the tribe. McDougall’s incredible story will not only engage 

your mind but inspire your body when you realize that you, indeed all of us, were born to run 

(Amazon.com Review. Amazon, 29 March 2011. Web 24 Apr 2012).  

14. Title: Zero Regrets: Be Greater Than Yesterday   Author:  Apolo Ohno   

Genre: Non-fiction 

Faculty sponsor: Vicki Croteau 

Promotional paragraph: Zero regrets. It’s a philosophy not just about sport but about life. 
School, business, academics, love—anything and everything. It’s complicated and yet not. You 

have to figure out who it is you want to be. Not what you want to be—who. There has to be a 

vision, a dream, a plan. Then you chase that with everything you’ve got.”  

Over three consecutive Olympic games, Apolo Ohno has come to symbolize the very best of the 

competitive spirit—remaining equally gracious in victory and defeat, always striving to improve 

his performance, and appreciating the value of the hard work of training as much as any reward 

it might bring. In Zero Regrets, Apolo shares the inspiring personal story behind his remarkable 

success, as well as the hard-won truths and strategies he has discovered in good times and bad.  



 

 

15. Title: The Boxer and the Spy       Author: Robert B. Parker            Genre:  Mystery 

Faculty Sponsor: Mia Rowlands 

Promotional paragraph:When a shy high school student’s body is found washed up on the 

shore of a quiet beach town - an apparent suicide linked to steroids -  fifteen-year-old boxer in 

training Terry Novak doesn’t know what to think. Something just doesn’t add up.  Artsy and 

withdrawn, Jason wasn’t exactly the type to be doing ‘roids.  So Terry, with the help of his friend 

Abby, decides to do some investigating on his own.  It doesn’t take long, though, before they 

learn that asking questions puts them in grave danger and that survival is going to be a fight … 

(back cover of the book) 

 

16. Title: Harvey Penick’s Little Red Book (Lessons and Teachings from a Lifetime in 

Golf) 

Authors: Harvey Penick with Bud Shrake                Genre: Sports 

Faculty Sponsor: George Dodier 

 Promotional paragraph: This book is  loaded lessons, anecdotes, and stories from a person 

who spent a lifetime teaching and coaching the game of golf.  Harvey was a successful college 

golf coach at the University of Texas for thirty years.  From his humble beginning as a caddy in 

Austin Texas to the time he spent giving lessons and pointers to some of golf’s greatest players 

like Tom Kite, he was and still is one of the most respected people in the game today.  This book 

is fun and easy to read for anyone who has played the game just once or is has the drive and 

passion to become an accomplished golfer. 

 

 

17. Title: Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children     Author: Ransom Riggs  

Genre: Fiction      

Faculty sponsors: Kathy Beaudoin and Michelle Ruggiero 

Promotional paragraph: A mysterious island. An abandoned orphanage.  A strange 

collection of very curious photographs. It all waits to be discovered in Miss Peregrine’s Home 

for Peculiar Children, an unforgettable novel that mixes fiction and photography in a thrilling 

reading experience. As our story opens, a horrific family tragedy sets sixteen-year-old Jacob 

journeying to a remote island off the coast of Wales, where he discovers the crumbling ruins of 

Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children. As Jacob explores its abandoned bedrooms and 

hallways, it becomes clear that the children were more than just peculiar. They may have been 



dangerous. They may have been quarantined on a deserted island for good reason. And 

somehow—impossible though it seems—they may still be alive. 

 

A spine-tingling fantasy illustrated with haunting vintage photography, Miss Peregrine’s Home 

for Peculiar Children will delight adults, teens, and anyone who relishes an adventure in the 

shadows. Synopsis: (From GoodReads.com). 

 

18. Title: A Kid from Southie     Author: John “Red” Shea and Michael Harmon   Genre: 

Fiction     

Faculty Sponsor: Roy Hamond 

Promotional paragraph: A book based on Red Shea’s real life experience. The main 

character is a high school senior who is interested in boxing, but he has to cope with an alcoholic 

father, a mom not who does not work, and bills do not get paid. He becomes involved with the 

“Irish Mob” and struggles with choices of power, crime, and what is right. This is an easy read 

about street life in South Boston.  

 

19. Title: Curveball: The Year I Lost My Grip    Author: Jordan Sonnenblick   Genre: 

Fiction 

Faculty sponsor: Cheryl Basque 

Promotional paragraph: If you only read the title of Jordan Sonnenblick’s new book, you 

might think it’s going to be about baseball. But if you look at the cover, you might think it’s going 

to be about photography. Yet, in some ways, it’s about both and about neither. That is the beauty 

of Sonnenblick’s storytelling. He manages to take simple, everyday elements such as baseball 

and photography and transform them into a story that is much more than either one could ever 

be (Amazon.com). 

20. Title: One Good Dog      Author:  Susan Wilson           Genre:  Realistic fiction 

Faculty Sponsors: Amanda Russell, Jen Daileanes, and April Rivers 

Promotional paragraph: Fans of Marley and Me and The Art of Racing in the Rain will be 

drawn swiftly into this story.  Adam March is a ruthless and wealthy businessman from Boston 

who loses his job and family.  Chance is a scrappy pit bull mix who escapes the world of dog 

fighting for which he was bred and trained.  In an unlikely encounter in a homeless shelter, 

Chance and Adam meet and, you guessed it, have a lot to teach each other about survival and 

resiliency.  This is a memorable story about loss and rediscovery, of genuine friendship and 

learning what’s truly important in life.  Two lives.  Two second chances.  Narrated in both voices, 

Adam's and Chance's, this novel will evoke both laughter and tears! 



 

 

21. Title: The Book Thief         Author: Markus Zusak           Genre: Young Adult 

Literature 

Faculty sponsor:   Danielle Mason 

Promotional paragraph: It’s just a small story really, about among other things: a girl, some 

words, an accordionist, some fanatical Germans, a Jewish fist-fighter, and quite a lot of thievery. 

Set during World War II in Germany, Markus Zusak’s groundbreaking new novel is the story of 

Liesel Meminger, a foster girl living outside of Munich. Liesel scratches out a meager existence 

for herself by stealing when she encounters something she can’t resist–books. With the help of 

her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and shares her stolen books with her 

neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish man hidden in her basement before 

he is marched to Dachau. 

This is an unforgettable story about the ability of books to feed the soul (amazon.com). 

 

 

 

 


